Expert advice

DIY DILEMMAS

Big Strong Boys' Jake Robinson answers your DIY questions and this
month provides a step-by-step guide to installing a curtain pole

" JAKE
ROBINSON

WHY DOES OURKITCHEN
SOCKET KEEP SPARKING?

We have justhad our kitchenftiled,
and since then we have noticed that
one of our kitchen sockets keeps
sparking whenever we putthe
kettle on. Do you know what may
be causing thisandisitsomething
that we canfix ourselves without
needing to pay an expensive
call-outfee toanelectrician?
Linda Young, Halifax

Jake says The extent of your problem
really depends on how large the sparks
are—ifthey are only quite small then this
is fairly normal. Ifthey are larger, then you

needtoinvestigate why thisis happening.

[tmay be anindication thatthere’sa
problem with the kettle that is being
pluggedin, orit could be afaulty switch.
However, as you have recently had new
tiling done, your tiler has probably
unscrewed the socket when tilingand
that’s likely to have loosened acablein
the process. You firstly need to turn off
the fuse at the main board, unscrew the
socketandtake alookbehinditto seeif
you can see any obviously loose cables.
Ifyoucan’t,andif the sparks are still
appearing once you have screwed the
socket backon, thenitmay bethe case
thatyou need anew socket fitted, in
which case you willneed to call out
anelectrician toinstall one for you.

Send in your DIY queries to

Expert advice, Real Homes, 64 North Row, London W1iK 7LL
or email Jake at realhomes@hf-uk.com
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HOWDOIREPLACEAWOODEN
RUNNERONATOY BOX?

Ihave aVictoriantoyboxwitha
drawer atthe bottom. Whenlopened
itlasttime, the drawer came offits
woodenrunner and split. Isthere

any way | canfix the split pinerunner
orshouldljustreplaceit?
MelindaHolmes, Perthshire

Jake says It would be besttoreplaceit.
First, mark exactly where the wooden
runner sits. Using a chisel, carefully tapin
between the carcass and wooden runner
toremoveit. Sand the area, making sure
youdon’tsand away your markings! Take
the old runner to atimber shop where they
should be ableto cutareplacementto
size. Using your markings, attachthe new
runner. Tapinthe pinsaninchin either side
ofthe pine oritmight split—ifit does, you'll
have to drillapilot hole slightly smaller than
the pins. Glue the edge to be fixed, place
in position and drive the pinsin flushto the
runner. Letthe glue dryforatleastan
hour, then slide your drawer backin.

MY TOILET WATERBLOCKS
UPINWINTER-WHY?
Iliveinagroundfloorflatand my
toiletwaterdoesn’tdrain away
properly. My sink and bath drain
OKand this only seemsto happen
inthe winter months-anyideas?
LucyHenry, Sussex

Jake says Normally there’s a soil pipe for
the toilet waste, and a separate pipe forthe
bathand sink. As only the toiletis affected,
youmay have a blockage closeto the main
soil pipe. Take alook outside and check
the drain grillisn’t covered with leaves,
which can be aproblemin winter. Ifit's
clear, use aplunger so the rubberend
coversthe base of the pan and pump
severaltimes. Ifthe problem persists you
canhirealargeroddingaugertoreach
further along the pipe. If this also fails to
clearit, youmay wantto callaplumber.

putting up a
curtain pole

YOU WILLNEED

PLANNING
AND MEASURING

FIXING
THE BRACKETS

Realsolutions

TIPS

W Wrap awooden pole with
afewturns of masking tape
ontheareayouare cutting
down, to avoid splintering it
asyousaw throughit.

M Make sure you don't drill
aholeinapipe or electrical
cable. Youwillrarely find pipes
and cables around awindow
area, butalways be careful.

PLACING THEPOLE
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